
ANZ ¥ Design and develop a museum display showcase for the ANZ Banking Museum 
¥ Design/compile a virtual tour guide to the ANZ Banking Museum 
¥ Compile an article of historical interest for publication in ANZÕs staff magazine or 

intranet 
¥ Develop a multi-media kit for branches celebrating significant anniversaries  
¥ Compile a biography / branch history  
¥ Research and compile a brief history of a banking-related topic to be mutually agreed 

between student and supervisor 
¥ Compile administrative histories for ANZ Group businesses and internal units 
¥ Begin preliminary research for the 175th anniversary of the bankÕs establishment 
¥ Indexing a series of staff journals (1950s+) to identify suitable material for 

anniversary celebrations / historical displays / special interest stories for current staff 
magazine 

¥ Calendaring a series of private letters (1850s-1870s) the provenance of the 
Superintendent of the Bank of Australasia 

BAC Banyule Arts Collection 
We have an exhibition we would like a student to help research.  It is entitled Living in the 
70s and involves analysing, through objects such as ceramics, textiles and architecture, the 
cultural attitudes which resulted in eschewing industrial forms in favour of natural materials. 
We're particularly interested in teasing out what led to this particular aesthetic at this 
particular time, how a sense of an Australian identity was implicated in this and the 
alternative life-styles movement which gained currency in the 1970s in response to the 
Vietnam War and other issues. Research would be used (and the student would assist in) 
writing extended labels, text panels and the exhibition catalogue. It is possible that the 
student could contribute a short essay to the catalogue if they were confident. 

BMG A project negotiated with the Bridget McDonnell fine arts gallery in Carlton 
EMELB Student/s will work on the project development team at the University of Melbourne, under 

the direction of Dr Brown-May, on research and production of the eMelbourne website (the 
Encyclopedia of Melbourne online), in particular on developing content for the City of 
Melbourne including historic laneways, and outdoor arts & heritage collection. 
Detailed historical research on MelbourneÕs lanes will be developed on eMelbourne as a 
resource to assist artists and the City with the development of the City's public art program. 
Since 2001, under the City Lane Art Strategy the city's laneways have provided a backdrop 
to innovative arts projects, from projections and sound installations to statues and a weather 
harp. The Laneway Commissions are dedicated to commissioning new temporary art works 
for MelbourneÕs unique laneway topography.  They capture and embrace the energy of urban 
life. The Laneway Commissions transform the distinctive bluestone lanes and hidden 
passageways into exciting and evocative art spaces. Artists create their works specifically for 
a lane of their choice, responding to its visual and tactile qualities while bearing in mind the 
laneÕs function, traffic and history.  
The City of Melbourne manages the Art + Heritage Collection, comprising 7,000 objects and 
artworks. The indoor element of the Art + Heritage Collection includes items such as art, 
documents, photographs and memorabilia.  The City Gallery, located in the Melbourne Town 
Hall, draws on the collection for its exhibitions. The outdoor element of the collection 
includes 150 sculptures, memorials, monuments, fountains and drinking fountains located in 
Melbourne's public realm. eMelbourne will develop content which presents items from the 
collections by way of images, interpretive and contextual information and associated 
metadata, with the outdoor collection a priority. 

HUME Hume City Council including the George Evans Museum will research, create and travel an 
exhibition celebrating local womenÕs contribution to womenÕs suffrage and womenÕs 



continuing role in the civic life of the community. The exhibition will incorporate local 
community languages including Turkish, Arabic, Chaldean and Vietnamese. Hume City 
Council is a 504 km2 area with approximately 150 000 residents principally in three centres, 
Broadmeadows, Sunbury and Craigieburn. Hume encompasses the Federal electorate of 
Calwell and the State electorates of Macedon, Yuroke, Doutta Galla and Keilor. The 
exhibition will tour across the Hume LGA.  
Many recently arrived migrants and refugees come from countries that do not have an 
established tradition of democracy, equality between the sexes or meaningful participation by 
women in government. The primary message of the proposed exhibition is that women 
successfully used the democratic process to win the right to vote and that, having won that 
right, women have become a normal part of the Australian democratic landscape. The 
primary message we want to deliver to our CALD communities is that democracy will 
deliver change and that women are a political force. 
Hume City Council is committed to the principles of Social Justice and to Lifelong learning. 
We recognise one of our primary responsibilities is to educate our citizens, especially new 
arrived migrants and refugees, about democracy and the importance of participation. The 
Centenary of WomenÕs suffrage is a valuable opportunity to promote these messages and to 
champion the role of women in Australian democracy and civic life.  
Many recently arrived migrants and refugees come from countries that do not have an 
established tradition of democracy, or of gender equality or meaningful participation by 
women in government. The primary message of the proposed exhibition is that in Australia 
we can use the democratic process to make great changes, that women have been a 
significant social and political force for more than a centaury and that today women are 
expected to be part of Australian politics. The message will be reinforced by demonstrating 
the role ordinary local women played in obtaining suffrage and the ongoing role women have 
in Australian civic life.  
The exhibition will consist of a series of panels with text and images that can be easily 
erected in any venue. The exhibition themes and messages will: 

explain why the Centenary of WomenÕs Suffrage is a proud achievement; 
explore the role local women played in obtaining suffrage; 
celebrate HumeÕs women CouncillorÕs; and more generally 
promote equality between the sexes; and 
advance active citizenship and civic engagement. 

The exhibition will incorporate community languages. This is to ensure the themes and 
messages of the exhibition are available to people who are not proficient in written English. 
 

JMUSEUM Jewish Museum of Australia 
A project negotiated with curator Susan Faine (Curator Ð Collections): possibilities include 
collection-based research, exhibition-based work, and the opportunity to contribute an article 
to the Museum journal. 

MV: CSL Museum Victoria 
Blood and the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories (CSL) 
Background 
CSL was founded in 1916, as the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories, to meet the demand 
for locally produced biopharmaceuticals in a country isolated by war. CSL is internationally 
renowned for its ground-breaking work with penicillin, antivenoms, vaccines and blood 
products. It was privatised in 1994. 
Project Aim 
This project will research and document the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories (CSL) 
Collection at Museum Victoria for objects relating to the story of blood. 



Project Description: 
Research Museum VictoriaÕs Commonwealth Serum Laboratories Collection database and 
object collections of artefacts (predominantly laboratory apparatus, prototypes and medical 
samples) collected over the period 1919-1980. This will entail: selection and documentation 
of objects relating to blood; describing the relevant research activities as well as researching 
and writing a concise history of blood-related medical research in Victoria. 

MV: IMAGE Museum Victoria 
The Project: 
Image Collection Summaries 
Project Background: 
The museum holds a large collection of images, broken into many sub-collections according 
to the photographer, donor, medium etc.  There has been no consolidated documentation of 
the details of these collections, meaning that their significance and accessibility is 
compromised. 
Project Aim: 
The aim of this project is to research & write descriptive summaries for several of the image 
collections in the History & Technology department.  
This project involves harvesting information from existing museum sources such as the 
collection database Emu and supplementary files, as well as external primary & secondary 
sources, in order to write the summaries.  
Summaries should consist of around 200-500 words, or longer if required, and will be 
uploaded to the image collection database in the Object Summary for each collection record 
and linked to each record as a ÔNarrativeÕ. Descriptions should work to a template and 
include: 

¥ Details of the collection including number and format of images, dates of the images, 
content of images, significance of images   

¥ Details of the donor and why and how the collection was acquired 
¥ Biographical details of the photographer Ð family details, education, career, where 

they lived and worked, awards and achievements, dates of birth and death etc 
¥ Details of the photographerÕs career including dates when they were working, where 

and what they were photographing, the scope of their work, the style of their work, 
the typical media and format they used 

¥ Other holdings of the photographerÕs work 
¥ References 

 
Research will use sources including Museum Victoria records, the Dictionary of Biography, 
The Mechanical Eye, Sands & McDougall directories, the original donor if relevant and 
possible, PictureAustralia, CAN, state library collections, art gallery collections local 
newspapers, bibliographic databases. 
If possible within the timeline, the student will be trained to upload the narratives to the 
museumÕs collection database, Emu. 
 
Collection Description 
Collections available to work on include: 
Lilian Louisa Pitts Ð a collection of over 500 images taken by a photographer based in 
Merrigum in the 1910-1920 period. Images cover life in the local area ie family life, 
recreation, school, farm life, town life etc. 
G.H. Myers Collection Ð a collection of about 70 Federation celebration stereograph images 
from 1901. 
Jack Walton Collection Ð a collection of over 500 images of Ballarat Gala Day celebrations 



and images relating to the themes of Recreation & Tourism, Water Transport, Sport, Road 
Transport, Rail Transport, Commerce & Retailing, Agriculture & Rural Life. The images 
date from around the 1920s and 1930s. 
Other collections may be worked on, according to the studentÕs interests. 
 

MV: KODAK Museum Victoria 
Kodak Document Collection 
Project Aim: 
This project has two main aims - to research the Kodak companyÕs history in Australia; and 
to sort, select and describe documents from the Kodak Collection relating to KodakÕs history 
in Australia, including its precursor Baker & Rouse.  
Background: 
In 2005 Museum Victoria acquired a large collection of objects, documents and images from 
Kodak which trace its history back to the late nineteenth century to the companyÕs Australian 
precursor, Baker & Rouse. The  documents are currently unregistered, and in order to 
develop them into meaningful resource will require sorting, selection and listing in 
preparation for registration and interpretation. In addition, a description of the document 
collection is required which will detail the contents of the documents and provide the basis 
for a significance statement. Research into details of the companyÕs history will also be 
required to provide a coherent chronology for the Kodak collection and assist in the writing 
of the significance statement. 
Project Description: 
This project will take place at the Moreland collection store, and will involve assisting the 
curator and a volunteer team to extract and sort the Kodak document collection from its 
current storage system. Once in order, the collection will be re-housed into archival folders, 
listed and the collection described as a whole. Research into elements of the companyÕs 
history will be also undertaken and assistance given with writing a significance statement. 
It is envisaged that about 30 hours will be spent sorting and assessing, and that another 30 
hours will be used to document the collection, research the company and assist with writing 
the significance statement. This project will develop useful collection management and 
curatorial skills for students, and give them insights into the history of the local photographic 
industry which is now obsolete. 
Collection Description: 
The Kodak document collection includes items relating to the companyÕs key  staff, financial 
dealings, sales and promotion, and production. For example, share certificates, 
correspondence, technical manuals, news clippings, ledgers, sales brochures, legal documents 
etc. 
 

MV: LAM Museum Victoria 
Laminex and Paint Collection Research 
Project Aim: 
This project aims to research colour schemes and products manufactured by Laminex and 
paint companies such as Dulux and Taubmans during the 20th century.  
In particular it aims to expand knowledge on several specific collection objects which were 
recently acquired. This information will be loaded into the collection database where 
relevant. 
Other outputs will be to produce a brief history of the companies that produced and sold 
paint and plastic laminate products in Australia, a brief overview history of colour and home 
design in the 20th century, and a chronology of the colours and products produced by the 
major paint and plastic product companies. 



Collection Description and Background: 
Museum Victoria holds a collection of about 1000 colour charts, brochures and paint tins. 
These include products from Dulux, Balm, Berger, British Paints, Taubmans, Taylors and 
Wattyl. The museum also has a small collection of Laminex products. 
Two recent acquisitions are a recently acquired set of mid 20th century Laminex colour 
samples and a Taubmans ÔDulsettaÕ paint sample box. 
Whilst information is sought specifically on these two specific objects, it would be useful in 
the longer term to also develop broader knowledge on colour and home design in the 20th 
century so that current collections and future acquisitions can be accurately dated, 
contextualised and interpreted.  
Project Description: 
This project will take place mostly at Melbourne Museum, although visits to Scienceworks 
where the trade literature collection is held may be necessary. Consultation with the relevant 
companies will be a critical part of this research. Other research will use sources including 
Museum Victoria records, PictureAustralia, CAN, state library collections etc. A desk will be 
provided at Museum VictoriaÕs Melbourne Museum campus as required. 

MV: OT Museum Victoria 
Occupational Therapy in Victorian Psychiatric Institutions 
Background 
Objects from Museum VictoriaÕs Psychiatric Services Collection shed much-needed light on 
the experience of patients and staff in institutions across Victoria once known as Òlunatic 
asylumsÓ.  Most of the objects in this collection are from the 100 years prior to 1960. It is 
one of the best collections of its type in the world, with the greatest depth of objects Ð from 
kitchen goods right through to medications and restraining devices. 
Project Aim 
This project will research and document the world-class Psychiatric Services Collection at 
Museum Victoria for objects relating to occupational therapy. 
Project Description: 
Research Psychiatric Services Collection database and object collections of artefacts that 
relate to art, craft and other recreational activities and were collected over the period 1880-
1980. This will entail: selection and documentation of relevant objects; describing the 
relevant occupational activities as well as researching and writing a concise history of 
occupational therapy in Victoria. 
 

MV: RURAL Museum Victoria  
Unearthing Rural History: Scoping a Rural History Archive Collection 
The Victorian Farmers Federation has a list of members who own or are aware of significant 
archival material relating to rural history. These members have asked for the material to be 
held by VFF. Museum Victoria is assisting the VVF in assessing the viability of 
consolidating this material. The project seeks to explore and document the existence  of 
historical archival material in private collections throughout rural Victoria. As the size and 
variety of this material is currently unknown, the museum, in partnership with Victorian 
Farmers Federation aims to use this project to scope the significance of the material. 
The project will involve building a database of VVF members, contacting members and 
describing documenting thier holdings. Findings will be submitted as a report outlining the 
size and significance of the collection. This will provide the bases for Victorian Farmers 
Federation and Museum Victoria to seek funding for the consolidation and storage of the 
collection.  
The student will submit a report describing the variety, size and significance of the 
collection. The student will also submit the database of donors and objects. 



The student will have the opportunity to work behind-the-scenes in a museum environment, 
have access to museum staff, gain an appreciation for the handling and research potential of 
archival and material culture, and make contacts within the museum sector. 
The student should be undertaking a relevant degree in history, museum studies, or related 
heritage studies; have some research experience and a desire to engage with archival history. 
An interest in Victorian rural history would be an advantage. 
 

MV:PP Museum Victoria 
Suffragette Pepper Shaker 
Background 
The Museum recently acquired a beautiful and most unusual early twentieth-century sterling 
silver pepper shaker in the shape of a suffragette. The object features two placards with pro-
suffrage slogans. Makers marks date the item as made in England in 1907. It was handed 
down to the donor by her mother, an antique dealer in Melbourne; it probably came to her via 
the business and was kept by the family as an ornament. The shaker has no further 
provenance. 
This pepper shaker is an unusual souvenir of the suffrage movement, produced during its 
height of activity in England during the early twentieth century. The suffrage movement did 
spur the production of souvenirs and promotional items, as well as items generated for 
publicity and protest. Although acquired here, it is probable (although by no means certain) 
that this item was produced for an English rather than Australian market, at a time when the 
movement was running strong in England but with less heat in Australia post women gaining 
the federal vote in 1901 (and the same year they achieved the vote in Victoria in 1907, one of 
the last states to do so).The Museum holds very few items pertaining to female suffrage, and 
compliments our 1909 English suffragette medal.  
While the shaker has no strong Australian provenance, such items are unusual and will assist 
the Museum in telling broader histories about the Australian suffrage movement, which was 
intimately connected with the activities happening across the Empire. The object also has a 
story of adaptation, as the hand written reverse inscriptions presumably allude to the First 
World War; perhaps were even displayed on the dinner table as a political statement during 
the conscription debates, here or in England. This repurposing of the object from suffrage to 
war recruitment suggests interesting intersections of the themes of nation and gender. There 
is a degree of ÔsassyÕ humour evident in the slogan and it would be intriguing to determine 
whether this is a piece commissioned by the movement, private individual, or a mass-
produced item, presumably pro-suffrage. It is not clear whether the shaker is a domestic or 
even commercial item Ð used on a private dining table or a public restaurant? If private, it is 
an interesting introduction of the public political realm into the private domestic sphere. 
Project Aim 
The project seeks to explore and document the history of suffrage souvenirs, and to position 
this pepper shaker within this broader historical context. Since this particular object has little 
provenance, we hope to be able to use it to tell broader narratvies about the suffrage 
movement in Australia and overseas. 
Project Description: 
The project will involve research into suffrage souvenirs, and searches on other cultural 
collections. Findings will be submitted as a report which will provide the bases for future 
interpretation of the pepper shaker, particularly in light of the centenary of womenÕs suffrage 
in Victoria to be commemorated this year. 
 

MWF Melbourne WritersÕ Festival (2 students) 



The Melbourne WritersÕ Festival is interested in getting an intern on board for the first half of 
this year to help coordinate their archives. It has become clear that the Melbourne Writers 
Festival does not have a comprehensive record of previous years at the festival (missing 
programs and the like) as well as missing documentation on the general history of the 
organisation. Much information has been lost. Ideally they would want someone to be able to 
come into the festival to:  

¥ track down paraphernalia relevant to the Melbourne WritersÕ Festival for archival 
purposes ie. past festival programs (public/schools); one-off promotional 
books/brochures; transcripts of sessions; audio/visual documentation; artwork; 
posters; clothing (volunteer t-shirts/hats/aprons) etc  

¥ compile lists of persons involved in the festival according to year: staff; members of 
the board; attending guests (international, national and local); volunteers 
(programming, etc); and other notable people who helped shape the festival  

¥ create a timeline of significant events in the evolution of the festival: inception; 
collaboration with other festivals/organisations; office moves; venue moves; etc.  

They have applied for a local history grant through the Public Records Office of Victoria 
regarding the possibility of creating a short written history of the festival. If successful they 
would hire a professional historian to produce the bulk of this work. The intern would 
provide assistance and support within this project. 

NTAV A project negotiated with the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
The Trust would like some contextual research written for the Edwardian period which 
would assist with a larger interpretation project at Como.  The research would focus on life in 
Melbourne during this time and will look at aspects of society such as fashion, technology, 
entertainment, politics, food, sport, transport etc. 

PMG 
 

Post Master Gallery (Australia Post) 
Student will assist in the preparation of a forthcoming Post 
Master Gallery exhibition, "Here comes the postie: 200 years of postal 
services in Australia", 28 February-13 June 2009. As part of the research 
for this exhibition during 2008, we propose that the HiF student could 
research the life of the first Postmaster, Isaac Nichols, who was appointed 
in 1809 to take charge of incoming and outgoing ship mails in Sydney. 

PROV Public Record Office Victoria  
Research stories and records about Irish immigrants to Melbourne/Victoria using the PROV 
archival records. The stories and records are to be used in conjunction with an exhibition on 
Irish fishermen in July 2008. 
Research stories about Italian immigrants and Italian businesses using the archival records. 
Assist with completing the initial research on what is available in the collection that can be 
used in an online exhibition to help put together the project proposal. This could easily take 
two weeks to prepare if done properly. Possible exhibitions include either developing a new 
online exhibition concept based on records relating to transport, energy, Ned Kelly or 
mining. 

QUEENS Research into The Queen's Fund, which is a philanthropic fund run by women for women 
and their children, founded by a former Governor of Victoria's wife, Lady Loch, last century.  
It is a voluntary organisation and has no funds for a formal history to be commissioned but 
would make a very interesting study for someone interested in either the history of Victorian 
(state) philanthropy, or a focus on women and philanthropy in Victoria. The Committee is 
very keen for a small history to be undertaken while some former members, now elderly, are 
still able to assist with the 



research. 
RHSV A project negotiated with the Royal Historical Society of Victoria 

 
The RHSV celebrates its centenary in 2009 and plans to run a conference and produce a 
special issue of the Victorian Historical Journal to mark the occasion. The RHSV would 
welcome any participation by public history or HITF students. The RHSV not only has 
extensive collections, but also archives of the society, but very little published history. There 
are many virgin fields for research. They are also hoping to undertake a small oral history 
project encompassing the last 50 or so years of the society, which could be a student project. 
The present plan is to call for abstracts of papers in 2008 for consideration for a conference 
in May 2009 and that subsequently, the November issue of the journal would publish 
refereed articles that emanate from that conference. In other words, there is an opportunity 
for student research to be both heard and/or published. The RHSV is obviously interested in 
any discussions about the 'state of history' as seen through the RHSV, the 'history movement' 
as expressed in the formation of local historical societies, the internal workings of a largely 
voluntary organization over the period, the public face of the RHSV, membership, the history 
of the collection and probably many other elements. There are wide possibilities for projects 
and the RHSV would welcome any interest from students. 
 

SH A project negotiated with Sue Hodges, historical consultant. 
SHMA A project negotiated with Sovereign Hill Museums Association (student would need to travel 

to Ballarat) 
UOMCC University of Melbourne Cultural Collections 

A range of placements are available with the UniversityÕs cultural collections Ð for a full list 
see the website. 
http://www.unimelb.edu.au/culturalcollections/projects 
Possibilities include projects at: 
University of Melbourne Archives, Historic Academic Gown Collection, Physics Museum, 
Ian Potter Museum of Art, Harry Brookes Allen Museum of Anatomy and Pathology, 
University of Melbourne Herbarium, Tiegs Zoology Museum, A.G.M. Michell Engineering 
Collection, Henry Forman Atkinson Dental Museum, Medical History Museum, Special 
Collections Ð Baillieu Library, Grainger Museum, Victorian College of the Arts Library Ð 
E.J. Moeran Collection, Victorian College of the Arts Ð Art Collections 
 

 


